
FAYETTE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT


On-Farm Water Enhancement Project – 2007-2008


GUIDELINES & REQUIREMENTS
1. Producers who take part must supply a Farm Serial Number (FSN) and social security or tax ID number to receive payment.  To be eligible for Agricultural Development Funds the producer must be engaged in crop and/or livestock production.
2. All cost-share practices must be directly related to crop and/or livestock production (i.e. aesthetic ponds will not be eligible).  Approved livestock producers are required to have a rotational grazing plan.  Approved crop producers shall provide a water management plan that will include, but not limited to, scheduling, timing, amounts, recycling, controlling erosion, and monitoring system of plan.    

3. All cost-share funds must be matched with cash from sources other than the Agricultural Development Fund.  Agricultural Development Funds cannot exceed 50% of project cost.  The maximum cost-share benefit to any farm (FSN), producer, or partnership shall be $5,000 for the lifetime of this program.
4. Any applications must be submitted and approved before the project begins.

5. Deadlines shall be established for application and reimbursement periods so producers have concrete time lines to implement the program.  Should they fail to meet the deadlines for reimbursement, they must reapply to be considered for cost-share.  The producer must begin construction within 90 days of approval notification and will have 180 days from the approval notification date to complete the practice.  All receipts must be turned in within 30 days of project completion deadline (210 days from approval notification). One (1) extension – appropriate to the type of project, and not to exceed sixty (60) days – shall be allowed with prior approval from the Fayette County Conservation District Board of Supervisors.   

6. If a project is approved, the applicant must provide the Fayette County Conservation District with the following before reimbursement will be made: 1) Photo of completed project; 2) Invoice/Receipt dated and numbered; and 3) Copy of the applicant’s cancelled check.

7. Fund distribution to producers will be on a reimbursement basis.

8. Should the producer fail to utilize funds by the reimbursement deadline, the associated funds shall be reallocated to the next available application.  Additionally, the producer must reapply to be considered for cost-share funds in the next funding cycle.

9. The administrative agency shall make a site visit to all applicants to perform an initial assessment, eligibility determination and cost-share estimate.  A second site visit shall be conducted for all approved applicants to verify compliance with program guidelines and to authorize disbursement of funds.

GUIDELINES & REQUIREMENTS (cont’d)

10. Recipients will be required to supply a numbered and dated paid receipt indicating buyer and seller information, documenting proof of payment of eligible cost-share item and sign practice completion before they are eligible for payment.  Labor provided by the individual applicant is not an eligible cost-share item.  

11. As a prerequisite for participation in this program, each producer is required to attend an educational session provided by the Fayette County Conservation District.  The educational and planning session shall be combined, and will be on an individual basis.  NRCS personnel and/or a Technical Service Provider (TSP) shall perform technical assistance on each participant’s property, which will give producers the ability to develop an on-farm water enhancement plan (including a budget of total costs, and a computation of the economic benefit if implemented) that will address their specific needs.

12. All practices shall be planned and certified to meet NRCS Standards and Specifications.

13. Participants shall be required to have an Agriculture Water Quality certificate on file at the local conservation district office.  

14. Recipients shall obtain all necessary permits and abide by all applicable local, state and federal regulation pertaining water enhancing.

15. All approved applicants will be subject to random inspection to verify the funded practice is ongoing and being maintained.

16. Recipients of Agriculture Development Funds are required to retain ownership of facilities for at least five (5) years.

17. Recipients shall retain adequate insurance coverage if applicable to replace any and all on-farm water enhancement systems funded with Agricultural Development Funds

18. Each individual/producer who receives funds of $600 or more shall be supplied an IRS form 1099 or equivalent tax accounting documentation.  The administrative body at the county level is responsible for distributing the necessary tax information.

GUIDELINES & REQUIREMENTS (cont’d)

ELIGIBLE PRACTICE:
Funds will be used to purchase eligible cost-share items which include materials, parts, equipment*, and cost of construction and drilling the following on-farm water systems:

· Establishing or enhancing on-farm ponds

· Well development including drilling
· Spring development 
· Constructing small stream water basins (i.e. weir notch)
· Water storage structures, ram pumps, and solar pumps

· Pipeline and pipeline extension for on-farm water system
*Eligible equipment is defined as equipment used as part of the on-farm water enhancement system, including permanent waterers, underground piping, and fencing to protect a water source.  It does not include construction or drilling equipment.

Plank fencing is not eligible for cost-share.  Fencing has to meet NRCS specifications.
COST-SHARE RATES:
50% for all installation and construction costs (includes bulldozer work) for all eligible practices (i.e. new ponds, reconstructed existing ponds, well drilling, spring development,…) except pipelines, water tanks, fencing, seed, fertilize, mulch.
50% with a maximum per unit cost based on NRCS EQIP Cost-Share List for: pipelines, water tanks, fencing, seed, fertilize, mulch.  See attached list.
The drilling of dry wells is ONLY eligible for cost-share IF the participant (farmer) drills exactly to NRCS specifications and the FCCD’s recommendations (typically made by the TSP during the initial assessment).  If the drilling occurs in a vicinity of the farm different from the recommendations, the drilling will NOT be eligible for cost-share.    
	Maximum Cost-Share List (based on EQIP List 2/28/07)

	Practice Name
	Component
	Unit Type
	Max. Unit Cost

	PIPELINE
	Pipeline (Installed)
	Lin Ft
	$2.16

	WATERING FACILITY
	Trough, Tank, Fountain (Installed)
	Ea
	$1,841.80

	FENCE
	Fence: Permanent (Installed)
	Lin Ft
	$2.57
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