Fayette County Conservation District 

Forage Improvement Cost-Share Program Application

January – December, 2009
Please read all instructions prior to applying for program.

Application Period

Completed applications must be submitted to the Conservation District by the 1st day of each month.  Applications will be considered incomplete if all items are not completed and receipts are not submitted. Each individual/producer who receives grants of $600 or more shall be supplied an IRS form 1099 in January of the following year of funding.  The Conservation District is responsible for distributing the necessary tax information.
Eligibility

Farm in which project is completed must be in Fayette County, Kentucky.  Producers must supply a valid social security or tax ID number to receive payment or application will be considered incomplete.  The application must include the Farm Serial Number (FSN) from the Farm Service Agency before applying.  The person who is the legal landowner and is on the deed is the person who needs to apply for funds, not the farm manager.  Payments will be made to the landowner, not the farm manager.  Applicants must attend an educational program before reimbursement is made.  Examples of qualifying program include:   Conventions, workshops, Field Days, classroom work, Master Cattleman, etc.
Scoring System

Award of cost-share funds will be based upon criteria developed by the Fayette County Conservation District.  Each application’s Evaluation Form will be scored.  The board also will take into account the likelihood of success by the producer in the particular agricultural endeavor for which funds are being sought.  Order of receipt of application is not an acceptable criterion for award of funds.  If an application is denied, a producer has 15 days to appeal the decision of the Fayette County Conservation District Board.
Maximum Funding

Maximum Cost share per calendar year is $5,000 per farm operation and producer.  Lifetime Maximum cost share for the Forage Improvement Program is $15,000 per farm operation & producer.  Program is for 50% cost share on approved items.  “Lifetime Maximum” means that no producer, defined by Social Security Number (SSN) / Tax Identification Number (TIN) and Farm Serial Number (FSN), shall receive more than $15,000 in this program, retroactive to the beginning of this program.  (Example:  A farmer owns 2 farms in the same county but have different farm numbers. The farmer is only entitled to one $15,000 maximum, not two because he is defined by one social security number.)
Producers may request assistance in more than one eligible investment area, but will be limited to the maximum funding aggregated among all program areas of $10,000 in grant funds per year in Fayette County.  This amount includes cost share for programs administer by the Conservation District and Extension Office.

Payment Information

Funding will be for projects and/or equipment purchased 6 months (one growing season) prior to date of application.

Fund distribution to producers will be on a reimbursement basis.  The producer will be required to supply a numbered and dated receipt indicating buyer and seller information to be eligible for payment.  
Producers shall maintain ownership of the property for 2 years past the participation date in the program for seeding projects; 5 years for construction projects.  Should the producer sell the property, they shall reimburse the Conservation District for an amount set by the District.

Should the producer fail to utilize funds by the program administrator’s reimbursement deadline, said funds shall be reallocated to the next available application.  Additionally, the producer must reapply to be considered for cost-share funds.
Goals of the Program
· Improve net farm income through improved forage quality, quantity and efficient use

· Encourage science-based decisions on forage management and forage resource development on the farm

· Impact a high number of forage producers

· Change producer attitudes about forage management

How to Apply for Funding

For more information, please contact: 
Fayette County Conservation District
Attn: Melinda Kemper
141 Leestown Center Way  Suite 210

Lexington, KY 40511
Phone: (859) 254-5806 Ext 3
Fax: (859) 254-5673
Website: www.fayetteconservation.com
Applications may be accepted via mail, in person, or fax only. Email applications will not be accepted.
CHECKLIST

_____

Application

_____

Evaluation Form
_____

Certification and Maintenance Agreement

_____

Map of Farm locating where project will be

_____

Producer Certification Form

_____

W-9 Form

_____

Copies of Receipts

______
Itemized list of items to be cost-shared

_____

FSN Number (MUST have this prior to submitting application)
_____

Educational Session Attended (must attend prior to applying)


Date:



Name of Session:

Fayette County Forage Improvement Program 2009
Application for Cost-Share Funds

Applicant Information:








1. Name:  
____________________________________________________________

(Name in which Farm Serial Number is Registered to & payment is to be made out to)

2. Address:
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

3. Phone:
__________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________

4. Social Security Number/Tax ID: _____________________________________________

5. Farm Serial Number (FSN): _________________   Size of FSN (acres):______________
6. Tract # (s)_______________________________________________________________
7. Email Address: __________________________________________________________

Please check the appropriate category for this application (may check more than one):

(Maximum cost-share is $5,000 per farm per year.)

____
Seed, including lime and soil amendments

____
Lime and soil amendments only

____
Filter fabric pads for heavy use areas (Maximum of $1,500 cost-share on this item)

____
Fence and water for rotational grazing systems

____
Subsurface drainage

____
Custom seeding and seeding equipment rental

Total Project Cost

$________________

Total Funds Requested
$________________

Funds received in Forage Improvement Prior to this application: 
$_______________


 Official Use

 Date Submitted:
________________
Date Paid: 
________________

 Amount Paid:
________________
Check #:
________________
Time Stamp Below
PHASE I MODEL PROGRAM

Evaluation Form

Name:  ________________________________          Date:____________

Program: Forage Improvement        
Application #: __________________________

1. Tobacco History (30 points):  

· Did you or are you receiving funds from the tobacco buyout?   YES      NO

· Did you grow tobacco this crop year?                                        YES      NO

· Was your mother/father a tobacco dependent producer?          YES      NO

2. Farming Income (30 points):  
· What percentage of your individual personal income comes from agriculture? 
             (Divide your gross farming income by your total personal income)
                0-25%                   26-50%                  51-75%                     76-100%

3. Project Specific Questions (40 points):  attach separate sheet if necessary
· Describe the problem this cost share money will correct, and how it will improve your farm’s overall profitability.

4. Prior Funding (30 points): 
· Have you received funding in this program before?                   YES      NO 

Seeding
Seed Type (circle one): 

	Bermudagrass
	Multi-Alfalfa & Red Clover
	Old World Bluestem

	Big Bluestem
	Multi-Native Grasses
	Orchardgrass

	Eastern Gamagrass
	Multi-Orchard & Clover
	Red Clover

	Indiangrass
	Multi-Orchard & Timothy
	Switchgrass

	Ladino
	Multi-Other
	Timothy

	Lime Only
	Multi-Red & Ladino Clover
	


Total Project Cost for this cost-share item: __________________________________

Total Cost-share Request for this cost-share item: ___________________________

Main livestock type and average herd size that will benefit from this investment: ______________________________________________________________________

Do you usually seed an improved or certified variety like this one:      YES         NO
Total Acres Seeded for Hay: ______________ Pasture: _________

How will this forage primarily be used, circle only one:

Hay fed on farm
          Renovate grass pasture
     Cash Hay
Both Hay & Pasture

If for livestock feed indicate which type(s), circle all that apply:


Beef cows    Stockers     Dairy cows – lactating
   Dairy cows & heifers – non lactating


Other ___________________________________________________
Seeding for Cash Hay 

For cash hay, how do you plan to market: _______________________________

How many bales of the following hay do you sell annually? 

	Alfalfa
	Rolls:
	Square Bales: 

	Clover
	Rolls: 
	Square Bales: 

	Grass
	Rolls:
	Square Bales:


Seeding for Hay & Pasture 

Total acres of hay:_____

Total acres of pasture: _____
Before this seeding, what was the:

	Total acres of alfalfa and alfalfa grass hay: 
	Total acres of alfalfa grass pasture:

	Total acres of clover grass hay:
	Total acres of clover grass pasture:

	Total acres of grass hay:
	Total acres of grass pasture:


Lime Only

Tons of Lime Used: _______________________ Total Acres Limed:___________________________

Soil pH of field before liming: __________

Buffer pH of field before liming: ​_________

Primary use of land that was limed:

Row Crops          Pasture
  Cash Hay
Other (specify): ________________


For Row Crops, specify type:________________For cash hay/pasture, specify seed type: _____________

Is this the first time this land has been limed? 
Yes
No

Annual sales of crop or hay: ___________________________________________
Filter Fabric Pads (Heavy Use Areas)

Average herd size: __________

Total Project Cost for this item: ____________Total Cost-share Request for this item: _________________

Type of new heavy use area, circle only one: 
Hay feeding area                Gate or high traffic area          
Base for hay storage
Other: _____________________________

Dimensions of heavy use area to be constructed:  ____________________________

Type(s) of livestock that will be impacted and average herd size:


Beef cows _________ Stockers ________
Dairy cows – lactating
___________

Dairy cows & heifers – non lactating ___________


Other ___________________________________________________

If for hay storage, how many bales storage area holds? _______________________

Type of hay storage structure, circle only one: 
Pole / Post-Frame
         Steel Frame            Steel Arch             Tarp Covered Hoop

Other ____________________________________________

Size of structure (in feet):  


Length _______
Width ________ 
Inside Height _______
Fence & Water (Rotational Grazing)
MUST BE 10 OR MORE ANIMALS ON THE FARM CURRENTLY TO BE CONSIDERED FOR COST SHARE!!

Total Project Cost for this cost-share item: ____________________________

Total Cost-share Request for this cost-share item: ______________________
Number of new pasture paddocks through this cost-share: _______________Total #:________

Total acres of pasture: ____________________________________________________________
Total acres put into a rotational plan due to this cost share project: ______________________
Forage species to be grazed rotationally: ____________________________________________
Number of watering points available before practice: _______________   After: _____________

Type(s) of livestock that will be impacted and average herd size:
Beef cows ____________     Stockers ____________     Dairy cows – lactating
_____________

Dairy cows & heifers – non lactating ____________      Other____________________________

Stocking rate before practice: __________________________________________

Anticipated stocking rate after program: _________________________________

By participating in this program do you plan to (estimates)?


Expand livestock herd, if yes how many head __________________________


Produce more hay, if yes how much __________________________________


Purchase less hay, if yes how much __________________________________
Other Savings Anticipated (time, labor, etc…): ____________________________

Subsurface Drainage (Tiling)
Total acres tiled: __________

Total Project Cost for this item: ________________Total Request for this item: _________________________

Primary use of tiled land: __________________________________

Before tiling, how often did land flood? ______________________

Is flooding due to low-lying ground, tributary overflow, or both? ____________

Predominate soil series in the field: ____________________________________

Average crop yield over the last 3 years: ____________  bu/acre    ton/acre   other: _____

Expected gain in yield, as a result of proper drainage: ___________   bu/acre    ton/acre   other: _____

Expected increase in net farm income: __________
Itemized List of Cost-share Items

	Item
	Number of Units
	Total Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Certification and Maintenance Agreement
Please read carefully prior to signing.

1. Please attach all receipts (required for reimbursement).  
2.  By signing this Application and Maintenance Agreement:

(a) I acknowledge that I have read and understood all of the rules included in this document.

(b) I agree to the terms of this program and acknowledge that I understand the terms of purchasing and owning the materials, equipment, etc. that I receive cost-share assistance.

(c) I further certify that the items shown in the cost section of this application were installed in accordance with the specifications and requirements of the program and hereby apply for payment to the extent that the Fayette County Conservation District has determined that the program has been performed.  I agree to maintain the equipment purchased and the property upon which the project has occurred for at least two years from this date, and agree to refund all or part of the cost share grant assistance paid to me if I dispose of the equipment or voluntarily relinquish title to the land during this time period. 

(d) I accept full legal responsibility and liability for materials, equipment, etc. for which I receive cost-share assistance through this program.  I release Fayette County Conservation District and its program committee and any or all of its members in any or all matters related to the cost-share and loan materials, equipment, etc.  In addition I release the Fayette County Agriculture Development Council, the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board, the Fayette County Conservation District and it Agents and any other resource people who may be involved in this project.

______________________________________

________________________

        Applicant’s Signature




         Date

Producer Certification Form

(Producer: Please retain a copy for your records.  Administrator: Please keep with producer’s application.)

The overall mission of the Agricultural Development Fund is to help the agriculture community diversify their agricultural operations and increase net farm income.  To that end, Model Programs were developed to provide cost-share assistance to individual producers through a local program administrator.  To judge the success and impact of these programs, as well as monitor the distribution of these funds, the Agricultural Development Board requires the below information.  This information is required for a producer to receive funding.

All confidential information provided by the applicant shall be protected by the Agricultural Development Board and the County Agricultural Development Council, as outlined in the model program guidelines and the Kentucky Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884.




Funds Received through This Model Program

Please list all funds received through the Forage Improvement 
model program by year in this or any other county.


Note: Please refer to the model program guidelines for 12-month term maximums and lifetime program maximums.

I, ____________​_________________, hereby certify that I have read all of the terms and requirements for this program and agree to follow the guidelines.  I understand that I am required to provide all of the above information prior to participation in this program.

I also certify that I have not received funds for this model program from another county for the above FSN within the last 12 months.

I agree to use the funds I receive in the manner intended by the Agricultural Development Board and the Program Administrator.  I further agree to provide copies of invoices, receipts, cancelled checks, etc. to the Program Administrator.

I will report the progress and results of these improvement practices and any resulting economic value to my operation.


Forage/Pasture Development

Cost-share Items

· Seed: Only varieties specified in the Seed List (Appendix B) are eligible for cost-share.
· Limestone based on a soil test taken within the past 6 months.

· Soil Amendments (P, K or other approved soil amendments, including foliar feed)

· Inoculants
Prerequisites 

· A soil test, taken within the last 6 months, must be conducted through UK or other certified laboratory, with fertilizer and lime applications based on UK or other certified laboratory recommendations.

· Only Certified or Plant Variety Protected or Proprietary varieties will be acceptable (see list of approved varieties attached).
· The variety must be specified on the receipt.

· Clover: If soil pH is below 5.0, then clover seeding should be delayed by 6 months after lime application.  Alfalfa: If soil pH is below 5.5, then seeding must be delayed by one year after limestone application.
· Proof of purchase of recommended soil amendments must accompany the seed purchase receipt for reimbursement.  
· Cost-share is on seed, limestone, and soil amendments only, based on receipts from vendors.
· Burn down herbicide for vegetation control or land preparation is recommended but is not eligible for cost share.

· Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant is not eligible for direct cost-share. 

Pasture / Grain Improvement

Cost Share Items:

· Limestone based on a soil test taken within the past 6 months.
· Soil amendments (P,K or other approved soil amendments, including foliar feed)
· Specialized spraying equipment (not self-propelled)

Prerequisites:

· A soil test, taken within the last 6 months, must be conducted through UK or other certified laboratory, with fertilizer and lime applications based on UK or other certified laboratory recommendations.

· Cost-share is on limestone and soil amendments only, based on receipts from vendors.

· Burn down herbicide for vegetation control or land preparation is recommended but is not eligible for cost share.
· Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant is not eligible for direct cost-share. 

Subsurface Drainage (Tiling)

Material costs necessary for the installation of subsurface drainage systems to improve soil drainage.
Prerequisites:

· Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant is not eligible for direct cost-share. 

Filter Fabric Pads for Heavy Use Areas

Cost Share Items:
· Material costs associated with development of filter fabric pads for improved surface drainage under bales and in heavy use areas.  

Prerequisites:
· Minimum average herd size of 10 animals must be demonstrated currently on the farm.

· Materials are cost shared on a 50-50 basis with funds disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  

· A maximum of $1,500 per producer is recommended for this specific practice.  This would be included in the $5,000 per producer maximum for cost-share share in seed, fence, and water investments.
· Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant is not eligible for direct cost-share. 

Fence and Water

Cost Share Items:
· Subdivision fence, posts, and related materials such as fence chargers, ground rods, voltmeters etc., related to the establishment of rotational grazing systems.  Plank fences will not be considered.
· Materials related to development of a distributed water system. This list could include tanks, pipe, filter fabric plus gravel (for mud control), trenching costs (documented by receipts). Seasonal water systems, using movable pipe (above ground, burst proof pipe) and tanks, are acceptable and could be used as a way to encourage greater producer participation for this practice.

Prerequisites:

· Minimum average herd size of 10 animals must be demonstrated over the previous year.

· The Fayette County Conservation District will only share cost on the purchase of the necessary fencing and water supplies to create the grazing system. 

· The Fayette County Conservation District will not cover the hook up costs to city water system.

· A minimum of three paddocks must be developed and managed according to an approved grazing rotation plan.

· Maximum cost-share is 50%, based on receipts from vendors.

· Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant is not eligible for direct cost-share. 
Seeding: Custom Services & Rental of Equipment
Cost Share Items:
· Custom seeding services provided by a third party are also eligible for re-imbursement on a cost-share basis.
· Rental no-till drill or pasture renovator is eligible for reimbursement on a cost-share basis.
Prerequisites:
· For custom seeding services only, reimbursement will not exceed 50% of the cost of such services up to $6 maximum per acre.

· For rental of seeding equipment, reimbursement will not exceed 50% of the rental cost of said equipment.
· Only labor provided through a custom seeding service is eligible for reimbursement, labor for using rental equipment is not reimbursable.

Seeding Guidelines as in AGR-18 from University of Kentucky

	Crop
	Lb per Bushel
	Seed Rate/

Acre
	Depth (inches)
	Spring Seeding
	Fall Seeding
	Use
	Time of Harvest

	Alfalfa
	60
	12-20 lb
	¼ - ½ 
	3/1 – 4/15
	8/1 – 9/15
	Silage, Hay
	May 1-Sept 15

	Bermuda Grass Midland
	40
	5-10 lb
	½
	4/15-6/1
	None
	Hay
	May 15-Sept 15

	Bermuda Grass Common
	60
	6-12 lb
	¼
	4/15-6/1
	None
	Hay
	May 15-Sept 15

	Bluegrass
	14
	10-15 lb
	¼
	2/1-4/1
	8/20-10/1
	Hay
	May 1-15

	Bluestem, Big
	
	10 lb
	¼ - ½ 
	4/15-6/1
	None
	Hay, pasture
	June 15-Sept 15

	Bluestem, Little
	
	7 lb
	¼ - ½ 
	4/15-6/1
	None
	Wildlife, pasture
	June 15-Sept 15

	Bluestem, Old World
	
	4 lb
	¼ - ½ 
	4/15-6/1
	None
	Grazing, hay
	June 1-Sept 15

	Bromegrass, Smooth
	14
	15-20 lb
	½
	2/1-4/1
	8/20-10/1
	Hay, seed
	May 5-25 (hay)

6/20-7/5 (seed)

	Clover, Red
	60
	10-15 lb
	¼
	2/1-4/1
	8/1-9/10
	Hay, seed
	May-Sept 15 (hay)
August (seed)

	Clover, Sweet
	60
	10-15 lb
	¼
	2/1-4/1
	None
	Clover
	

	Clover, White
	60
	1-3 lb
	¼
	2/1-4/15
	8/1-9/10
	Pasture
	

	Fescue, Tall
	22
	10-15 lb
	¼ - ½
	2/1-4/15
	8/20-10/10
	Hay, Seed
	May 1-15 (hay)
6/15-7/15 (seed)

	Indiangrass
	
	10 lb
	¼ - ½ 
	4/15-6/1
	None
	Hay, pasture, wildlife
	July 1-Sept 15

	Orchardgrass
	14
	10-15 lb 
	¼ - ½ 
	2/1-4/15
	8/20-9/15
	Hay, seed
	May 1-20 (hay)

July 1-15 (seed)

	Switchgrass
	
	8 lb
	¼ - ½
	4/15-5/1
	None
	Hay, pasture, wildlife
	June 1-Sept 15

	Timothy
	45
	3-6 lb
	¼-1/2
	2/1-4/1
	8/20-10/1
	Hay, seed
	5/20-6/10 (hay)

6/25-7/5 (seed)


Legumes & Warm Season Grasses*


The following are acceptable for use under the provisions of the Agricultural Development Fund Model Forage Improvement & Utilization Program as implemented by Fayette County.

Alfalfa

329

425 RR

Abilene+Z

ABT 205

ABT 350

ABT 400SCL

ABT 405

Affinity+Z

Aggressor

Alfagraze

Amerigraze401+Z

Ameriguard 302+Z

Ameristand 403T
Ameristand 404LHL

Apollo Supreme

Arrest

Attention w/StandFast™

Choice

Clean Sweep 100

CPS 950

Crystal

Demand

Depend+EV

DK 127

DK 131HG

DK 133

DK 140

DK 141

Dominator

Emperor

Enforcer
Evergreen

Evermore

Excalibur II

Expedition

FK421

Feast +EV

Foreccast 1001

Forccast 3001

Fortress

FSG 408DP

Garst 630

Garst 631

Garst 645

Garst 645‑II

Geneva

 (Alfalfa Cont.)
Gem

Goldrush

Grazeking

Harvestar 812HY

HybriForce-400

Imperial

Kingfisher 222

Kingfisher Excelerator

L 311

L 411HD

L 447HD
LH3
MagnaGraze

Magnum V

Magnum V ‑ Wet

MultiQueen
Oneida Ultra

Pegasus
PGI 447RR

Phoenix

Pioneer Brand 53v63

Pioneer Brand 5347LH

Pioneer Brand 5454

Pioneer Brand 53H81

Pioneer Brand 53Q60

Pioneer Brand 54H69

Pioneer Brand 54V54

Radiant

Radiant-AM

Reward II

RR 425

RushmoreSpredor 3

SS RR 425

Stampede

Supercuts

TMF Generation

TMF4464

Triple Crown

Triple Trust 450

Viking

Wintergold

Wintergreen

Withstand

WL326GZ
WL343HQ

WL347LH

WL363HQ

 (Alfalfa Cont.)
WL348AP

WL357HQ

Bermudagrass
Hardie

Tifton 44

Quicksand

Vaughn

Wrangler

Big Bluestem

Pawnee

Kaw

Rountree

Niagara

Ecotypes native to Kentucky are acceptable
Eastern Gamagrass

Pete

Iuka

PMK24

Ecotypes native to Kentucky are acceptable

Switchgrass

Cave‑in‑rock

Indiangrass

Rumsey
Old World Bluestem

Caucasian 
Red Clover
Acclaim

Arlington

Atlas

Belle

Cinnamon
Cinnamon Plus
(Red Clover Cont.)
Cyclone

Duration

FK 345

FSG 9601

Freedom!

Greenstar

Juliet

Kenland (Certified)

Kenstar

Kenway
Marathon
PGI 33

Plus

Prima

Ram

Red Baron

Red Gold Plus

Redland Graze

RedStart

Renegade

Robust

Royal Red

Solid

Solid Red

Starfire

Triple Trust 350
9601

Ladino

Advantage

Alice

California

Jumbo

Kopu II
Osceola
Patriot

Pinnacle

Regal
Seminole

SS190

Tillman II

Will

Cool Season Grasses *


The following are acceptable for use under the provisions of the Agricultural Development Fund Model Forage Improvement & Utilization Program as implemented by individual counties.

Endophyte Free 
Fescue

Bull
Bronson

Cattle Club

Festival
Hymark Tall

Maximize

Select

Stockman

Kentucky bluegrass

Park

Kenblue

Adam I

Ginger

Slenzanka

Platini

Lato

Novel Endophyte
Fescue

Jesup MaxQ

Orchardgrass

Amba

Ambrosia

Athos

Benchmark

Boone, Certified Only

Bronc

Condor

Crown

Crown Royale

Extend

Hallmark

Haymate

Mammoth

Megabite

Niva

Persist

(Orchardgrass Cont.)

Potomac, Certified Only

Prairie

Profile

Progress

Renegade

Shiloh

Spanish Red

Sparta

Stampede

Summer Green

Takena

Tekapo

Udder

Warrior

Timothy

Aurora

Clair, Certified Only

Classic

Colt

Derby

Dolina

Hokusei

Richmond

Summit

Toro

Tundra
Treasure
Joliette
Signature:





Date:





2001-2008: $





2009: $





Total Funds: $





Farm Address:





Farm County:





Farm Serial Number (FSN):





Social Security (SSN) / Tax ID (TIN) Number:





Name:











