Fayette County Conservation District

Diversification Cost-Share Program Application

2007-2008
Please read all instructions prior to applying for program.

1. Applications for this program can be picked up at the Fayette County Conservation District Office between the hours of 8AM – 3:30 PM.  Completed applications must be submitted to the Conservation District by the 1st day of each month.  Applications will be accepted on a continual basis until funds are exhausted.

2. The application must be signed and dated by the producer and must include a date/time stamp as well as the initials of person logging in the application of the Conservation District.  Postmarks or dated letters of application will not override the stamp.

3. Award of cost-share funds will be based upon criteria developed by the Fayette County Conservation District.  Each application will be scored in accordance with the Score Sheet attached to this document.  Only those applications receiving “High” score between 85-100, will be eligible for funding.  The award also will take into account the likelihood of success by the producer in the particular agricultural endeavor for which funds are being sought.  Order of receipt of application is not an acceptable criterion for award of funds.  If an application does not score an 85, they will be eligible to reapply one additional time if corrective measures are taken.
4. Producers who take part must supply a social security or tax ID number to receive payment.  An application from an individual without a tax ID or social security number will be considered incomplete.  The application must include the Farm Serial Number (FSN).  FSN number must be obtained from the Farm Service Agency before producer applies for cost-share.  To obtain a FSN, please bring to the Farm Service Agency Office a deed of the property you own and will place the project on that you are applying for cost-share funds.
The Agricultural Development Board recognizes every applicant’s right to privacy and understands it’s obligation to keep applicant/producer information confidential.  Any information provided to the Agricultural Development Board or Program Administrator on individual producer applications for model programs, such as the applicant’s Social Security / Tax Identification Number, will be kept confidential by authority of the Agricultural Development Board as granted in KRS 248.701 to 248.727 and by KRS 61.878.  The Agricultural Development Board does not disclose any nonpublic personal information regarding applicants/producers, past or present, except as permitted or required by the Kentucky Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884 or other law(s).

5. Tenant farmers or those leasing land where the cost-share improvements will be located should supply a copy of their Schedule F, if they are unable to obtain permission to use the owner’s FSN.  For all capital construction projects/improvements, the land owner MUST be the applicant.

6. ALL sections of the application must be completed.  The application also must include the signed Certification and Maintenance Form, Producer Certification Form, maps of project on farm, and W9 Form.  Applications will be considered incomplete if items are not completed.
7. Funding will be for projects and/or equipment purchased 6 months prior to date of application.
8. Each individual/producer who receives grants of $600 or more shall be supplied an IRS form 1099 in January of the following year of funding.  The Conservation District is responsible for distributing the necessary tax information.
9. Maximum per application period (October 2007-September 2008) is $5000 per farm operation/producer.  

10. Lifetime Maximum cost share for the Diversification Program is $15000 per farm operation & producer.  Program is for 50% cost share on approved items.
11. Producers may request assistance in more than one eligible investment area, but will be limited to the maximum funding aggregated among all program areas of $10,000 in grant funds per year in Fayette County.  This amount includes cost share for programs administer by the Conservation District and Extension Office.

12. As a prerequisite for participation in this program, each producer will be required to provide a statement of relevant prior experience, along with a marketing plan and enterprise budget for each commodity where assistance is being sought.  A sample budget and business plan is available through the Conservation District office and/or website.
13. Fund distribution to producers will be on a reimbursement basis.  The producer will be required to supply a numbered and dated receipt indicating buyer and seller information to be eligible for payment.

14. Applicants must attend an educational program before reimbursement is made.  Examples of qualifying program include:   Conventions & Workshops, Field Days, classroom work.
15. Producers shall provide an annual report on the program and maintain ownership of the property for 5 years past the participation date in the program.  Should the producer sell the property or does not provide an annual report every year for five years, they shall reimburse the Conservation District for an amount set by the District.
16. Should the producer fail to utilize funds by the program administrator’s reimbursement deadline, said funds shall be reallocated to the next available application.  Additionally, the producer must reapply to be considered for cost-share funds.

For more information, please contact:

Fayette County Conservation District

Attn: Jessica Cornett
1051 Newtown Pike Suite B

Lexington KY 40511

Phone: (859) 254-5806 Ext 3

Fax: (859) 254-5673

Website: www.fayetteconservation.com
Applications may be accepted via mail, in person, or fax only.  

Email applications will not be accepted.

CHECKLIST

_____

Application

_____

Certification and Maintenance Agreement

_____

Maps of Farm locating where project will be

_____

Producer Certification Form

_____

Certification and Maintenance Agreement

_____

W-9 Form

_____

Copies of Receipts

_____

FSN Number

_____

Educational Session Attended

_____

Budget

_____

Business Plan
_____

Farm Visit Conducted Date: ______________

_____

Photographs of project 

Fayette County Agriculture Diversification Program

Application For Cost-Share Funds

Applicant Information:








1. Name:  
____________________________________________________________

               (Name in which Farm Serial Number is Registered to & payment is to be made out to)
2. Address:____________________________________________________________
  ____________________________________________________________
3. Phone:
__________________________ Cell Phone:   ________________________
4. Social Security Number:
_______________________________________________

5. Farm Serial Number (FSN): 
_______________________________________________

6. Email Address: __________________________________________________________

Please check the appropriate category for this application (may check more than one):

(Maximum grant is $5,000 per farm.)

___Commercial Vegetable, Mushroom, and Herb Production

___Commercial Fruit And Sweet Sorghum Production

___Production of Commercial Ornamental Horticultural Products

___Greenhouse Construction Or Conversion For Horticultural Enterprises

___Small Animal Production: ___Bees  ____Rabbits

___Poultry Production: Pastured & Other Fowl

___Commercial Aquaculture Production

___Equine Production

___Direct-To-Consumer Livestock Production 

___Agri-tourism

___Certified/Commercial Kitchen Construction or Renovation

___Sod Production

Total Project Cost

$________________

Total Funds Requested
$________________
Funds received in Diversification Prior to this application: 

$_______________

Funds received from another county prior to this application:
$_______________

Date Submitted:
________________
Date Paid: 
________________

Amount Paid:

________________
Check #:
________________

Please describe the project you will be undertaking or have undertaken:  (Drawings or sketches are encouraged.  Please attach to application:  Picture or maps of project location).

Please describe materials, equipment, etc. being purchased (100% of total cost):


Cost Share

        Items Requested 


Units

Cost


Total Amount


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please answer the following questions:

1. How dependent have you been on tobacco? (Indicate number of pounds grown and if you was/are Grower, leased out, never grown)
a. 1995-1999:

b. 2000-2005:

c. Currently:

2. What is your prior experience in the project for which you are requesting funds?

3. How do you intend to market the products you will be producing as a result of these grant funds?

4. Are you willing to share information gained from this project with other producers? _______Yes  ______No     If yes, how?

5. Attach to this application an enterprise budget for each investment area where funds are being sought.  Include statement of anticipated revenues and anticipated expenses for at least one year of operation.  Also include your business plan on how you plan to market your product.  Sample budgets and business plans are available through the Conservation District Office and Website.
OFFICE USE ONLY

Score Sheet for Review of Applications

(Maximum score = 100)


Criterion






Possible
Actual

Dependency on tobacco:




15

_____


Number of people impacted:




10

_____


Applicant’s share contributed to project:


10

_____


Will applicant share information about project?

5

_____


Applicant’s prior experience with the project:


10

_____


Can this project become self-sustaining?


10

_____


Marketing plan for the product:



15

_____


Is the project practical and do the plans make sense?
15

_____


Does the proposed project fit the County Plan?

10

_____

Total Score:




Ranking System:

High Priority

100-85

Medium Priority
84-70
Low Priority

69-55

No Priority

< 55

Certification and Maintenance Agreement

Please read carefully prior to signing.

By signing this Application and Maintenance Agreement:

I acknowledge that I have read and understood all of the rules included in this document.  I acknowledge that this application with receipts is completed in whole prior to submitting to the Fayette County Conservation District and that I have not made any false statements in completing it.  Falsifying statements will forfeit any cost-share funds rewarded to applicant.

I agree to the terms of this program and acknowledge that I understand the terms of purchasing and owning the materials, equipment, etc. that I receive cost-share assistance.

I acknowledge that I own the farm and materials purchased for this program.  I acknowledge that the name of person(s)/farm and the social security/tax identification number are correct and on file with the IRS.

I further certify that the items shown in the cost section of this application were installed in accordance with the specifications and requirements of the program and hereby apply for payment to the extent that the Fayette County Conservation District has determined that the program has been performed.  

I agree to maintain the equipment purchased and the property upon which the project has occurred for at least five years from this date, and agree to refund all or part of the cost share grant assistance paid to me if I dispose of the equipment or voluntarily relinquish title to the land during this time period. 

I accept full legal responsibility and liability for materials, equipment, etc. for which I receive cost-share assistance through this program.  I release Fayette County Conservation District and its program committee and any or all of its members in any or all matters related to the cost-share and loan materials, equipment, etc.  In addition I release the Fayette County Agriculture Development Council, the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board, the Fayette County Conservation District and it Agents and any other resource people who may be involved in this project.

______________________________________

________________________

        Applicant’s Signature




         Date

Commercial Vegetable, Mushroom, and Herb Production
Goal:  To develop new revenues by assisting farmers in small acreage production of vegetables, including edamame, mushrooms, and herbs for sale through any commercially viable method.  To enable farmers previously not engaged in vegetable or herb production to determine its economic feasibility for their particular operation.  To allow producers already engaged in vegetable or herb production to expand their operation.
Cost Share Items
___Seeds, seedlings, spores, cuttings, and vegetable transplants in conformance with UK recommendations.  In consultation with CES may include test varieties as part of a demonstration
___Transplanting or cultivation equipment (not self-propelled)

___Soil, media for plant production
___Containers for starting and selling herbs
___Fertilizer and soil amendments in accordance with soil test recommendation, including foliar feed. 
Soil test must have been conducted within the previous 6 months
___Plastic or plasticulture supplies and plastic laying equipment; materials, as allowed in the National List (205.600 of the USDA Organic Standards), for suppression of weed growth, soil temperature moderation, or soil moisture conservation in organic production
___Water and irrigation supplies and equipment
___Jars, boxes, labels, and packaging for transport and sales
___Pesticide recommended for use in vegetable crops by UK; Includes organic and biological pest control for use by organic producers;  As applicable, producer must hold a current Private Pesticide Applicator's card (Please make copy and attach to application)
___Commercial spraying equipment and related protective gear.  Producer must hold a current Private Pesticide Applicator's card. (Please make copy and attach to application)
___Cooling equipment 
___Sorting/grading equipment
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment (excluding motorized vehicles) for transporting produce and finished product
___Specialized harvesting equipment (not self-propelled)
___Equipment (not self-propelled) essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half of the cost of membership in a producer owned marketing cooperative
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs. 

On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost share items.]
___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities 
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment (not self-propelled) for storing product 
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product
Prerequisites:  All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.   Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.
Commercial Fruit and Sweet Sorghum Production
Goal:  To develop new revenues by assisting farmers in production of small and large fruits for sale through any commercially viable method.  To enable farmers previously not engaged in fruit production to determine its economic feasibility for their particular operation.  To allow producers already engaged in fruit production to expand their operation.  To assist in the development and expansion of sweet sorghum production and sale within the Commonwealth.
Cost Share Items:
___Seeds, cuttings, potted and rooted cuttings, and scion/rootstock combinations, in conformance with UK recommendations.  
___Reimbursement for grapevine cuttings potted and rooted cuttings, scion/rootstock combinations that are on the Grapevine Cultivar Requirements List (Appendix B), reviewed annually by the State Viticulturalist, are also eligible investment items.
___Transplanting or cultivation equipment (not self-propelled)
___Soil, media for plant production
___Fertilizer and soil amendments in accordance with soil test recommendation, including foliar feed;  Soil test must have been conducted within previous 6 months
___Plastic or plasticulture supplies and plastic laying equipment; materials, as allowed in the National List (205.600 of the USDA Organic Standards), for suppression of weed growth, soil temperature moderation, or soil moisture conservation in organic production
___Water and irrigation supplies and equipment
___Trellis or other plant supporting materials
___Jars, boxes, labels, and packaging for transport and sales
___Pesticide recommended for use in fruit crops by UK;  Includes organic and biological pest control for use by organic producers;  As applicable, the producer must hold a current Private Pesticide Applicator's card. (Please make copy and attach with application).
___Commercial spraying equipment and protective gear.  Producer must hold a current Private Pesticide Applicator's card. (Please make copy and attach with application)
___Bird netting for protection of fruit crops
___Specialized harvesting equipment (not self-propelled)
___Cooling equipment 
___Sorting/grading equipment
___Cider presses and other juice extracting equipment
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment (excluding motorized vehicles) for transporting produce and finished product
___Equipment (not self-propelled) essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items: 

___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost share items.]
___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities 
___Refrigerated or non-refrigerated equipment (not self-propelled) for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product
Prerequisites: All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds. Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share. 
Production of Commercial Ornamental Horticultural Products
Goal:  To assist in the development within the Commonwealth of an ornamental horticultural product industry, including landscape plants and fresh and dried flowers.  To encourage farmers to establish ornamental horticultural operations on their farms.  To assist farmers already engaged in ornamental horticulture to expand their operations.
Cost Share Items:
___Seeds, seedlings and rootstock, in conformance with UK recommendations
___Soil, media for plant production
___Transplanting and harvesting equipment
___Fertilizer and soil amendments in accordance with soil test recommendation; Soil test must have been conducted within the previous 6 months.
___Plastic or plasticulture supplies and plastic laying equipment
___Water and irrigation supplies and equipment
___Containers for growing plants
___Boxes, containers, labels, and packaging for transport and sales
___Pesticide recommended for use in ornamental horticultural crops by UK.  Includes organic and biological pest control for use by organic producers.  As applicable, producer must hold a current Private Pesticide Applicator's card (please attach copy)
___Commercial spraying equipment and protective gear;  Producer must hold a current Private Pesticide Applicator's card (please attach copy)
___Harvesting equipment, including mechanized tree spades
___Cooling equipment
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment (excluding motorized vehicles) for transporting product
___Equipment essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative.
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost share items.]
___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities 
___Refrigerated or non-refrigerated equipment for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product

Prerequisites: All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.   Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.
Greenhouse Construction or Conversion for Horticultural Enterprises
Goal:  To assist producers in converting existing tobacco greenhouses to other horticultural uses.  To assist in construction of new greenhouses for horticultural uses.  To develop a year-round horticultural industry within the Commonwealth.
Cost Share Items:
___Cooling and heating systems (fans, vents, heaters, motors, shade cloth, cooling pads, etc.)
___Automatic irrigation systems
___Benches, tables, rails
___Hydroponic growing systems and components
___Commercial spraying equipment and protective gear;  Producer must hold a current Private Pesticide Applicator's card (please attach copy)
___Equipment essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Refrigerated or non-refrigerated equipment (excluding motorized vehicles) for transporting produce 
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___Greenhouse materials (plastic, glass, wood or metal)
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product. [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost share items.]
___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities 
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product

Prerequisites: All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.   Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share. 
Small Animal Production (Bees, Rabbits)

Goal:  To assist farmers in diversifying into small animal production through acquisition of quality stock and commercial equipment.  To encourage additional processes that will add value to the market price of the small animals.
Prerequisites (for all subsections of this Investment Area):  All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.  
Honeybees
___New or used hives (used hives shall be inspected by State Apiarist prior to purchase), other wooden ware, foundation, specialty supers
___New or used extractor, honey processing, bottling and storage equipment
___Purchase of bees from an inspected source
___Protective suits, veils, gloves, smoker, hive tool
___Equipment essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Jars, bottles, labels, boxes, signage for promoting/selling honey
___Candle making supplies, including wax melter, molds, wicks
___Approved medications
___Non-motorized equipment essential for the transportation of beehives 
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial mgnt
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative.
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.

Rabbit Production
___Commercial bred New Zealand White or Californian breeding stock.
___Cages or wire to make cages.  Minimum size allowed 30" X 30" X 18".  Wire must be 14-gauge or better.
___Automatic (nipple) water delivery system, including line, regulators, medicator, and pumps
___Feeders, nest boxes
___Materials to construct manure handling system
___Ventilation equipment such as fans, curtains, heaters, air conditioners
___Equipment essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Transport cages
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial mgnt
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative.
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.


For Both Rabbits and Bees:

On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:

___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities, and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost-share items.]
___Site preparation, including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities


Poultry Production: Pastured Poultry & Other Fowl

Goal:  To enable farmers involved in poultry production to expand the scope of their enterprise and/or modernize their facilities in order to improve profitability.  To encourage additional processes which will add value to the market price. (other fowl = squab, pheasant, quail, chuckar, partridge, guinea fowl, water fowl and pea fowl)
___Commercial breeding stock
___Feeders, waterers, brooders, poultry coops, nesting boxes
___Poultry netting and other temporary fencing
___Grazing cages (field pens), rolling hen houses, skid mounted chicken houses 
___Permanent pens and shelters (Other fowl, only)
___Fruit trees for poultry feed source

___Egg processing and packaging equipment, including coolers and refrigerators
___Pasture / pen water lines or alternative water sources
___Other equipment essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment (excluding motorized vehicles) for transporting product 
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities, and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost-share items.]
___Site preparation, including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product
Prerequisites:  All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.  Costs involved with connecting to city water are not eligible.

Commercial Aquaculture Production

Goal:  To assist cultivating the aquaculture industry within the Commonwealth.  To provide assistance to new and established Kentucky producers seeking to make new investments or expand in aquaculture production.
Cost Share Items:
​___Eligible expenses for construction of aquaculture production pond and impoundment reservoirs:
​___Earth moving costs (embanking and excavating ponds; land shaping; professional labor)

___Cost of providing water source (piping and conduits; drain and drain structure; professional labor)

___Costs for electrical power (wiring, switches, control panels, professional labor)

___Equipment and materials necessary for pond aeration (e.g. aerators, pumps)
___Equipment essential to provide on-farm value-added processing
___Refrigerated and non-refrigerated equipment (excluding motorized vehicles) for transporting product
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost share items.]
___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities 
___Refrigerated equipment for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product

Prerequisites:  All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Pond must be a minimum of one-half surface acre in size.  Ponds must conform to Governor's Office of Agricultural Policy technical guidelines for construction of commercial aquaculture ponds.  Note that there are different standards for shrimp production and finfish production.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.


Equine Production

Goal:  To enable farmers who previously have not been engaged in equine production or to allow producers already engaged in equine production to expand the scope of their operations.  To increase net income in equine industry statewide.
Cost Share Items
___Materials to renovate existing tobacco barns by conversions to horse stalls
___Fencing materials to enlarge paddock turn-out areas for owned and boarded animals
___Water lines to existing and expansion paddock areas
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial mgnt
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.

Prerequisites: All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share. Please note that Horse Trailers are NOT cost-shared.
Direct-to-consumer Livestock Production

Goal:  To assist producers of livestock who desire to direct-market their livestock to consumers by use of small USDA approved slaughter facilities within the state.  To increase net farm income by providing an alternative marketing outlet for commercial livestock.
Cost Share Items:
___Boxes, containers, labels and packaging for transport and sales

___Refrigerated equipment (excluding motorized vehicles) for transporting finished product
___Equipment essential to provide on-farm value-added processing

___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management

___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program

___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structures or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost share items.] ___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities 
___Refrigerated equipment for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product
Prerequisites:  All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.  Please note that Cattle or Horse trailers are NOT cost-shared.
Agri-tourism Development
Goal:  To assist producers in the development or renovation of agri-tourism projects that promote economic activity that occurs on a farm for the enjoyment or education of the public to promote agricultural products, services, or experiences, which generates additional farm income.
Cost Share Items
___Site preparation for items that ensure consumer safety: parking areas, grading, traffic flow, sidewalks, and established walkways.    
___One time cost-share on one half of the cost of liability insurance for new agri-tourism ventures
___Equipment essential to provide on-farm valued-added processing
___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial management
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative
___Signage, promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structure or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product, including restrooms [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities, and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost-share items.]
​___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities
___Refrigerated or non-refrigerated equipment for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product
Prerequisites:  All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.  Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.
Sod Production

Goal: To develop new revenues by assisting farmers in production of sod for sale through any commercially viable market. To enable farmers previously not engaged in sod production to determine its economic feasibility for their particular operation. To allow producers already engaged in sod production to expand their operation. 

Cost Share Items :
___Seeders

___Finishing Mowers (non-motorized)
___Turf Tires
___Net Layers

___Tillers

___Rollers

___Trailers

___Sprayers
___Spray Tips

___Irrigation Equipment


___Nurse Tanks
___Sweepers
___Aerators

___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial mgnt.

___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky farm Business Management Program.

___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture or other state programs.

Prerequisites: All funds shall be disbursed on a reimbursement basis. Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded. If funds are being borrowed, then a legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds. Board will not entertain requests for pallets, tractors, seed/fertilizer, trucks, chemicals, netting, forklifts, cutters, bobcats or all terrain vehicles.
Certified/Commercial Kitchen Construction or Renovation

Goal: To assist producers in the construction of a certified kitchen on their farm or in the conversion of an existing space to accommodate a kitchen permitted by the Department of Health for the on-farm production of value-added food items, as covered by House Bill 391. 
Cost Share Items
___Construction materials to install the appropriate grade of washable ceiling tiles, flooring, and wall covering
___Materials for the installation of water lines, gas lines, and drainage lines from existing lines, not including labor

___Materials to install any necessary hand or mop sinks
___Materials to install appropriate lighting

___Equipment necessary to add value to fruit and vegetable crops or to produce baked items in compliance with HB 391, including, but not limited to, stoves, refrigerators/freezers, preparatory equipment, canners, stainless steel tables, storage facilities/equipment.
___Production supplies including jars, boxes, bottles, labeling and packaging materials

___Computer hardware and software to assist in performance record keeping and financial mgnt
___One half the cost of attending a training program required by the Cabinet for Health Services under HB 391 for home processing and micro-processing of food products, or training required to become a commercial processor.
___One half the cost of participation in the Kentucky Farm Business Management Program
___One half the cost of membership in a producer-owned marketing cooperative
___Promotional and advertising materials in an amount not to exceed $1,000, excludes products or services provided by the KY Department of Agriculture or other state programs.
On-farm direct-to-consumer sales cost-share items:
___Construction of new permanent structure or conversion of existing structures to be used for retail sale of product, including restrooms.  [Meeting rooms, exposition centers, educational facilities, and construction or improvements to buildings serving primarily as residences are not eligible cost-share items.]
___Site preparation including on-site utility extensions and officially permitted on-site waste treatment facilities
___Refrigerated or non-refrigerated equipment for storing product
___Display equipment, including refrigerated equipment, to assist in selling of product

Prerequisites: All funds will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis.   Producer must provide receipts for each item being funded.  If funds are being borrowed, legal description of each item offered as collateral must accompany request for funds.  Funds will reimburse material expenses and vendor labor.  Labor provided by the individual applicant can only be considered for project MATCH.  Documented grower labor may be used as match ($16/hour), not to exceed 25% of total project cost. Applicant labor is NOT eligible for cost-share.  

Producer Certification Form

(Producer: Please retain a copy for your records.  Administrator: Please keep with producer’s application.)

The overall mission of the Agricultural Development Fund is to help the agriculture community diversify their agricultural operations and increase net farm income.  To that end, Model Programs were developed to provide cost-share assistance to individual producers through a local program administrator.  To judge the success and impact of these programs, as well as monitor the distribution of these funds, the Agricultural Development Board requires the below information.  This information is required for a producer to receive funding.

All confidential information provided by the applicant shall be protected by the Agricultural Development Board and the County Agricultural Development Council, as outlined in the model program guidelines and the Kentucky Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884.




Funds Received through This Model Program

Please list all funds received through the Diversification Cost Share Model program by year in this or any other county.


Note: Please refer to the model program guidelines for 12-month term maximums and lifetime program maximums.

I, ____________​_________________, hereby certify that I have read all of the terms and requirements for this program and agree to follow the guidelines.  I understand that I am required to provide all of the above information prior to participation in this program.

I also certify that I have not received funds for this model program from another county  for the above FSN within the last 12 months
.

I agree to use the funds I receive in the manner intended by the Agricultural Development Board and the Program Administrator.  I further agree to provide copies of invoices, receipts, cancelled checks, etc. to the Program Administrator.

I will report the progress and results of these improvement practices and any resulting economic value to my operation.
Name:





Social Security (SSN) / Tax ID (TIN) Number:





Farm Serial Number (FSN):





Farm Address:





Farm County:





Total Funds: $





2007/08: $





2001-2007: $








Date:





Signature:





Name Printed:








� Note: Hay, Straw, & Commodity Storage and Farm Livestock Fencing participants shall not have received funds within the last 18-months.





